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: "By VICTOR RIESEL Mr. Riesel
LONDON — The slim, gray-  step up its “industrial action.”’
haired chap, suitcase in hand, This mcans, in Communist par-~
‘who entered the Hotel West- . .lance, the px*ovokmg of t.hou-'
bury's quiet lounge, certainly did " sands of strikes, :
'hot look like the “chief” of an' =~ My guest did not fear Re~ i
aunderground  organization  re- . Birch. Rather, .my friend ‘and "
-plete with several thousand ac- his colleagues in the union lead- :

rtmsts ' . ership had realized the full. force,,

- But he is — and he hadonen' :of draditional Communist and .

. g .-oi the biggest and most startling ~Mao-ist strength and had quietly
) ‘untold stories of the- western gone about organizing an.ant-
“world. He' talked soberly with - Communist undergrourid. .

. admirable British understate- = They now are fighting Regz '
‘ment of the successful penetra- Birch's Mao-ist network as Reg.:
_tion by the Chinese Communists . Birch would fight Reg Birch. .
: into the big ‘metropolitan nations - Tye. anti-Communists i - e
thousands of miles from the, AEU are’using a small publish-
.Jungles and swamps cof Viet . ing house as a front, me th}S\ .

¥ v

.. Nam.- _offxce they mail large - “ies 'y
. My friend, who is hwh in the -of anti-Communist |} !
’ \command of a powerful Brilish My source réported -~ ' |
sunion  with 114 . million . mem- .dreds of full time A :
) y bers, . spoke of intensive Mao-ist . mnizers now spend o ’
— . . - operations on the industrial time - spreading . anti-Cois. . \st.
: . front in Britain despite the Isles’ propaganda. Appealing “to  het
i .urban and urbane -character. - -factory workers, they spread,’

- . + Quite simply, as his, story un- . ‘through the country, sit - around. » -
i ) iolded he said that this should : in ' workingmen’s ' pubs, . play 3

O . i be-'a warning to the U.S. that > darts-with the local people, spot
. America is not immune to Mao- - the Communists, refute their a #

"

ist political invasion on the guments and talk up democratxc
* labor “front. . . theses. : s
+ .My - visitor’s 'union is the .. Of course, they concenha*:e in -
'powerful _Amalgamated  Engi- . London and the' big. Midland -+ .
-neering  Union” (AEU) whose  cities where AEU members are *
; mcmbers truly operaté the en- - numerous. In addition, the .AEU
~.tire - British economy. They are. anti - Communist  leaders have -
~at strategic posts' in power ." made contact with at least 1,000
plants, gas works, atomic in- ‘‘of their members who are in . '™
~ Stallations, defense  establish- town councils, These minor of- M
: ments, buge factories and new. ficials know who the AEU mem- +
b skyscrapers. If they. struck = for' - bers are in each community and..:
- a week, they could paralyze i.make subtle contact with them_:
; &ngland. The recent shipping '— always quietly making ann-q
strike, by comparison, would , Communist propaganda.!

{ have been four o'clock tea. * There js nothing me]odramat- i
Yet, one of its most influential ic about, my friend's operation. .
"lcadexs, Reg Birch, member of _ He and his colleague, Sir le- :

ﬂ\e sprawlmg umons seven man . ham Carron, AEU president, a.'-l‘.
“cxecutive,” is ‘an _avowed Mao- dedicated champion of demo-; )
, ist and leader of the Peking cratic unionism and a friend ot',
* faction -inside the official Com-'_" the U.S..are aware of the ma-.;
amunist Party of Britain which- chine which the Communisis are..
ST . Birch helped to build, - . . throwing against them in the,;
: . At the moment, Buch whose “coming clection when a  suc-..
. " base is the London section of * ecssor to the rvetiring  Sir le- %
; this powerful AEU, and his tens  liam will be chosen. -"'
‘of thousands of supporiers are , The Communists, Mao-ist anda
-', welding a pulsating machine for {raditional, always have ample :
“.a drive to make him president funds. They, for! example, con- .
) ) "ol the organization at its na- ' trol a factory which hires Com-, &
O . ‘ ““tional elections next summer. munists whenever one is fired ¢

Birch is considered too mili- from a job or when one wanls -
[ tant even for the  Communist @& job which will-make him eli- &
© Parly - hiere. During the party’s gible for membership in the’
29th convention back in Novem- AEU. The Peking group ncvem
“ber, he attemipted to. force the weeds to look long for activists.';
; Soviet-oriented C.P. to resolve They have ibe young men and*
" 40 spend much more of its funds » wvomen' — who have orﬂamz,cd
..and energy on ‘the.expansion of  everything from : booing . s¢ uads )
. ile.. “factorv hranches” .and to  ta habv sitters -
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